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August 12, 2022 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

After serving Lakeland for so many years, it is hard to believe that I am writing a welcome letter as Superintendent. I am 

grateful for the tremendous outpouring of support I have received in my new role and it is an honor to be able to continue 

to serve Lakeland in this new capacity. As another school year begins, we will continue to work collaboratively with the 

community, faculty and staff to support students academically, emotionally and socially. I am thankful to be part of a 

school district that prioritizes the needs of all students while offering a high-quality education.  I would like to welcome 

any new students and families to our district.   The Lakeland Central School District offers a caring, nurturing and safe 

environment and has many opportunities for students to thrive.  We are here to work with you as partners in your child’s 

education. 

The first day of school is Thursday, September 1, 2022.  This year the focus will be on resetting school expectations, 

connecting and engaging with students, strengthening safety and security, Equity for All, building 21st century 

educational spaces, and expanding STEAM/design thinking opportunities for your children.  We will continue to adhere 

to our mission, vision and core beliefs through respect, kindness, responsibility, accountability, and honest and ethical 

behavior for all students which is the reason we are here. 

I am pleased to share that Mr. Christopher Urso will assume the role of Interim Principal of Thomas Jefferson Elementary 

School for the upcoming school year.  Mr. Urso has served as Assistant Principal at Thomas Jefferson Elementary School 

since 2018.  Dr. Shannon O’Grady will assume the role of Interim Principal of Van Cortlandtville Elementary School for 

the upcoming school year.  Dr. O’Grady has served as Assistant Principal at Lincoln-Titus Elementary School.  Mr. 

Joseph Sayegh and Mr. Michael Bollati are joining the Lakeland Copper Beech administrative team as the new sixth and 

seventh grade Assistant Principals.  Mr. Alfonse Davino will rejoin the team at Lakeland High School as Assistant 

Principal. We also have two new positions to the District Office Team: Mr. Christian Mercurio in the role of Safety and 

Security Administrator and Dr. Carol Verrino as the District’s Instructional STEAM Coach.  

The work on the Capital Project will continue. It is important to have the community involved and invested in this project 

which is in its early stages.  Engaging and educating residents is a priority as we plan exciting educational enhancements 

for all Lakeland students.  You will be provided with timely updates as we move forward and progress. Information 

related to the Capital Project can be found on the district website or by emailing capitalproject@lakelandschools.org. 

The Capital Project is the perfect opportunity to provide students with the learning spaces they deserve. 

Despite a busy summer, our facilities staff has been hard at work preparing our buildings to welcome back students on 

opening day.  I hope you enjoy the rest of your summer and look forward to seeing you all in September.  

Warm regards, 

Dr. Karen Gagliardi 

Superintendent of Schools 
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